


ommunity Strong

Students explore nature in Bowen Park,
Waukegan, IL during a partner program with

Cool Learning Experience | October 2023




“Brushwood is
3 sanctuary.’

Angela Walker

US Navy Veteran | Vocalist | At Ease Advisor

Dear Friends,

Thanks to the passion and dedication of our volunteers, artists, and donors, 2023 was a record-breaking year
of impact for Brushwood Center at Ryerson Woods. Brushwood Center’s initiatives connected more than
10,000 people to art and nature in Lake County and across the Chicago region.

This year, Brushwood Center released our new report, Health, Equity, and Nature: A Changing Climate in Lake
County, lllinois. We shared the report's findings and recommendations with more than 3,000 civic leaders and
community members to date, sparking change in sectors across our community from city governments to small
businesses.

Through our It's AW.LN. (Art and Wellness in Nature) initiative, students and families engaged in field trips,
art classes, concerts, and education programs across Lake County. Nature Explorer Backpacks / Mochilas de

Explorador had an unparalleled year, providing backpacks with art and educational resources to more than
1,200 youth.

Our At Ease initiative served more than 600 Veterans this year. Utilizing the healing power of arts and nature,
this program is improving the health, wellbeing, and quality of life for military and Veteran populations, as well as
their families and caregivers.

Brushwood Center collaborated with more than 90 partners and 300 artists to improve health, equity,
and access to nature, all while centering community voices and strengths. Our year culminated with
Baratunde Thurston, Distinguished Environmental Leadership Awardee, gracing the stage at the 40th Annual
Smith Nature Symposium, and celebrating Brushwood's Connecting to Our Common Ground exhibition in
partnership with Hyde Park Art Center and Patric McCoy.

Thank you for sharing your commitment with us, for believing in Brushwood Center’s vision, and ensuring a year
of impact in 2023!

Catherine Game A. Gail Sturm
Executive Director Chair, Board of Directors

P.S. Dive deeper into Brushwood’s 2023 on the back page of this report.




Our Vision

We work toward a future of resilient and connected communities,

both human and ecological, where all lead healthy and thriving lives.

Our Mission

Brushwood Center at Ryerson Woods works collaboratively with community
partners, artists, health care providers, and scientists to improve health equity
and access to nature in Lake County, lllinois, and the Chicago region. We

engage people with the outdoors through the arts, environmental education,

and community action. Brushwood Center’s programs focus on youth, families,

Military Veterans, and those facing racial and economic injustices.

Student holding an oak leaf during
a partner program with Cool Learning

Experience | October 2023

BRUSHWOOD CENTER |




Health, Equity, ana
Nature Accelerator




2,000+
3,000+

100+

The Health, Equity, and Nature Report Dani Abboud (Senior Program Director),
published in English and Spanish presents at 2023 Roundtable
Asset mapping exercise with participants From left: Dr. Héctor Rasgado-Flores (Brushwood Board Member), Adam Carson

(Owner of Drip & Culture), and Catherine Game (Executive Director) share the

findings of the Report with community members during On the Grounds.




Visible

Companion Art Exhibition to
The Health, Equity, and Nature Report

Liberation, 2020
Dawaune Lamont Hayes
Visible Exhibition | June 2023




“The process was really just about being
candid, exploring our wilderness, our urban
meadow if you will. The site [of Liberation
2020, previous page] is actually a block away
from the highway......but in those picture(s) it

is like you're in an oasis, because you are.”

Dawaune Lamont Hayes

Artist | Visible Exhibition




At Ease

Art and Nature for Veterans and

the Military Community

Family attends the annual At Ease
Exhibition Opening Reception.
Soundscapes | November 2023




900+
50+
AN

At Ease participant paints mural at Wednesday Walker Partner Program with
Captain James A. Lovell Federal Health Care Center Lake Forest Open Lands
Final day of the Water(color| for the Soul Lawrence Piemontese (US Air Force) and wife

composition residency with Veterans Claudia at Soundscapes Opening Reception




‘| have always wanted to exhibit my
work, and never got the chance. | want
to thank Brushwood Center for displaying
my work. As a Veteran | very much
appreciate it. | will never forget this, that
you gave me the opportunity to
show my art.”

Dante Plata

US Army Veteran | Soundscapes Exhibition Artist




1t's A W.I.N.

Art and Wellness in Nature

Students explore nature at Brushwood
Center during a community partner field trip

with Nuestro Center | July 2023




1,700+
(2400
2,000

Student stands proudly with a Nature Explorer Backpack
at a partner event with Highwood Library | June 2023




“Being a homeschool family, we've enjoyed
numerous moments exploring Ryerson Woods and
engaging in Cool Learning Experience. We attended
the Indigenous Peoples’ Day Program at Bowen Park
and were captivated by rich history, drum sessions,
and sense of familial connection. The event catered
to all of our children, ages 2 to 12, creating a lasting

memory rooted in wellness.”

Ashley Cullen-Williams

Community Partner | Lake County, IL Parent

Ashley pictured third from right at It’s A W.I.N. program with community partner,

Cool Learning Experience, honoring Indigenous Peoples’ Day | October 2023




PUBLIC PROGRAMS | MUSIC AND THE ARTS

Brushwood's public art programs, classes, concerts, markets, and exhibitions reflected diverse voices
exploring themes on equity, justice, and the impact of nature on wellbeing. This was also a year
of cross-pollination with our At Ease and It's A W.I.N. initiatives resulting in innovative residencies,

exhibitions, and events.

Brushwood Center celebrated 40 years of The Smith Nature Symposium, honoring the memory
of Hermon Dunlap and Ellen Thorne Smith. The Distinguished Environmental Leadership Award

recognized the commitment and leadership of Baratunde Thurston, writer, TV host, and speaker.
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PUBLIC PROGRAMS | MUSIC AND THE ARTS

N
O

Participants were connected to nature and wellbeing through the arts.

Artists and musicians engaged throughout the year.

Years celebrating The Smith Nature Symposium.
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PUBLIC PROGRAMS | MUSIC AND THE ARTS

The 40th Annual Smith Nature Symposium, Celebrate! Connecting to Our Common Ground, was a dynamic
series of events, exhibitions, and panels culminating in a sold out Smith Awards Dinner and raising $185,000
to support Brushwood Center’s programs. Emceed by Bill Kurtis and Donna La Pietra, The Smith Awards
Dinner took place at the beautiful Greenbelt Cultural Center in North Chicago. Baratunde Thurston, host
of PBS" America Outdoors, received the Environmental Leadership Award for his work as a storyteller and
activist. Thank you to our Smith Symposium 40th Anniversary Honorary Co-Chairs, Adele Simmons and

Barbara C. Donnelley, as well as our Event Co-Chairs, Rob Heinrich and Jacalyn Ramdin-Johnson.
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“What | discovered on my visit made me feel truly
honored in the sense of humility and appreciation for
Brushwood'’s mission. | was inspired by young scholars,
moved by the comprehensive nature of the mission,
and challenged and educated by the people in
attendance. I'm so, so excited | got to share some time
and space with Brushwood. I'm sure it won't be the last.

Keep up the amazing work!”

Baratunde Thurston

Distinguished Environmental Leadership Awardee

40th Smith Nature Symposium

Baratunde Thurston at Brushwood Center

at Ryerson Woods | October 2023




In The Gallery

Clockwise from left:

Lithostatic 1 | Farah Salem | Connecting to our Common Ground | September 2023

Public Safety | Matthew Cooper | Health, Equity, and Nature Report | June 2023

#84 American Elm Leaf, Ulmus americana | Ramiro Prudencio | Enriching Life | January 2023

A snowy egret (Egretta thula) at a theme park near the St. John’s River in Florida, 2011 | Krista Elrick |
Where are the Birds? Retracing Audubon | March 2023

Elusive Clarity | Sheri Rush | Connecting to Our Common Ground | September 2023

Sunset | Janet Billings | Water(color) for the Soul | June 2023



PUBLIC PROGRAMS | BRUSHWOOD ART SUPPLY EXCHANGE

BASE

Brushwood Art Supply Exchange

Create and Sip Decoupage Class Make with Me Class for families

January 2023 throughout the year
Create and Sip Wreath Making Class Create and Sip Mosaics Class

November 2023 September 2023




ANNUAL REPORT 2023 | FINANCIALS

Financials

REVENUE

Individuals

Foundations

Corporations

Government

Organizations

Program Revenue

In Kind

Other Income

Net Assets Released from Restriction

Total Revenues

EXPENSES

Program Services
Management & General
Fundraising

Total Expenses

Net Assets without Donor Restrictions

Net Assets with Donor Restrictions

Increase in Net Assets

Total Net Assets at Beginning of Year
Total Net Assets at End of Year

Des Plaines River Trail
Elizabeth Wilson
Visible Exhibition | June 2023

$214,623
$289,408
$35,795
$122,050
$3,385
$85916
$43,979
$3,995
$514,709
$1,313,860

$1,123,310
$76,624
$102,637
$1,302,571

$768,053
$1,549,847

$208,253

$2109,647
$2,317.900

| eadership



Alloy Horn Quartet

Art Impact Project

Arts Alliance lllinois

Black Moon Trio

Cancer Wellness Center

Captain James A. Lovell Federal Health
Care Center

Chicago Botanic Garden

Chicago Chamber Choir

The Chicago High School for the Arts

Chicago Wilderness Alliance

Christ Episcopal Church

Citizens for Conservation

Clean Power Lake County

Coalicién Latinos Unidos de Lake County

College of Lake County

Cool Learning Experience

Dandelion Gallery

Deerfield, Bannockburn, Riverwoods
Chamber of Commerce

DePaul University

Drip and Culture Co.

Elawa Farm

Environmental Education Association
of lllinois

Emily Oaks Nature Center

Faith in Place

Family Piano Co

Fenix Family Health Center

The Field Museum

Fifth House Ensemble

Forefront

Forest Preserves of Cook County

Garden Club of Lincolnshire

GiveNKind

Gratitude Generation

Green Card Veterans

Green Wedding Alliance

Growing Healthy Veterans

Healthcare Foundation of Northern
Lake County

Healthy Minds, Healthy Bodies

Heller Nature Center

Highwood Library and Community Center

Hilton Asmus Contemporary

Honey B Wellz

Hyde Park Art Center

llinois Beach State Park

llinois Environmental Council

Indiana Dunes National Park

Josselyn Center

Kawai Pianos

Kids Rank

Kleisis Ensemble

Lake County Audubon Society

Lake County Community Foundation

Lake County Forest Preserves

Lake County Health Department

Lake County Nature Network

Lake County Veterans and Family Services

LGBTQ+ Center Lake County

Mano a Mano Family Resource Center

Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie

The Mission Continues

Mission Man Media

Mundelein Park and Recreation District

ANNUAL REPORT 2023 | OUR PARTNERS

Nature Culture and Human Health

North Chicago Public Library

North Chicago Think Tank

Northwestern University

Old Town School of Folk Music

One Earth Film Festival

Park District of Highland Park

Parliament Data

Prairie Crossing Charter School

Public Broadcasting Service

Riverwoods Preservation Council

Roberti Community House

Rotary Club of North Chicago

Round Lake Bilingual Parent Advisory
Committee

Round Lake Public Library

Save the Monarchs

Sealegacy

The Self Care Institute

Seven Spring All Nation Drum

Sierra Club’s Woods and Wetlands Group

Special Recreation Association of Central
Lake County

U.S. Forest Service International Programs

Vernon Area Public Library

Village of Riverwoods

Visit Lake County

Warren Newport Public Library

Waukegan Park District

Waukegan Public Library

Wayfarer Theaters

The Way of the Rain

STAFF

Dani Abboud
Senior Program Director

Shea Anthony

Health, Equity, and Nature Accelerator Fellow

Shreya Aragula

Health, Equity, and Nature Accelerator Research Fellow

Katie Belles
Visitor Services Assistant

Abbey Castro
Communications Coordinator

Eddie Flores
Youth Education Coordinator

Catherine Game
Executive Director

Mirja Spooner Haffner
Director of Development

Julia Kemerer

Director of Arts and Administration
Jessica Klinge

Veterans Program Coordinator

Vladimir Kulenovic
Director of Music and Wellness

Parker Nelson

Director of Public Programs and Music
Angela Ramirez

Administrative Coordinator

Jess Rodriguez

Coalition Building Manager

ANNUAL REPORT 2023 | OUR TEAM

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
SKILLBRIDGE INTERNS

Kyle Boyer-Hanks
Dan Fialek

James Gilson

Lexi Marciano

Rachel Pierre

CONSULTANTS

Marcela Alva

Jackie Land Borchew

Megan Donahue

Edith Falk

In Life Photography

Julie Kalainov

Michael Kardas Photography
Melcher & Tucker Consultants
Ewa Pasek

Superstar Productions

Josiah Shaw

Jacqueline Wills

Christie Wong
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Kate Abrams

Muriel Adams

Gerald W. Adelmann

Mimi Aiston

Anita Harris Alexander

Jill Allread

Andy and Richard Amend

David Andersen

Anonymous

Antunez Design

Christina Aronis

Bobbie and Floyd Babbitt

Terese Bach

Backcountry

Faith Bailey

Steven and Susan Baird

Carol Balabanow

Carole and John Ball

Marla Baratz

Henry and Lele Barkhausen

Stacy Barkley

Joan Battley

Baxter Credit Union

Ralph and Beverly Behrens

Francis Beidler Ill & Prudence R.
Beidler Foundation

Robert and Carol Beilfuss

Robin Bell

Donald and Bonnie Bergman

George and Martha Bermingham

Tami Bevis

Swati Bharteey-Buck and John Buck

Divya Bhoj

Thomas L. and Kathleen G. Bindley
Charitable Trust

Kathleen Birmingham

Marc Birnbaum

Holly Birnbaum and Mark Sherman

Margaret S. and Philip D. Block, Jr.
Family Fund

Marshall Bohlin

Patricia Bolden

Mercedes Bolden

Jackie and Michael Borchew

Nick Bothfeld and Bobbie Brown

Bruce Boyd and Beth Wiley Boyd

Kira Brecht

Jacqueline Briggs

Charles and Margot Brinley

James Brooks

Lorie and Cornelius P. Brown

The Buchanan Family Foundation

Cecilia Buerkle

Steven and Kathie Bugg

ANNUAL REPORT 2023 | DONORS

Donna Bugosh

Builders Initiative

Lisa and Steven Bulzoni

Kay Butler

Butler Family Foundation

Anne Butler McNerney and Pete
McNerney

Mari Buttweiler

Bill and Linn Carey

Robert and Sylvia Carlson

Adam Carson and Nydia Gonzalez
Carson

Erika Case

Dolores Castafieda

JoAnne Celba

Lori Cerwin

The Chicago Community Trust

Hayun Cho

Mary Michele Clark

Shelley and Michael Clayton

Jean Cochrane

Maria Colunga

Courtney Combs

ComEd

Dylan Comerford

Nicole Cooper

George Covington

Bob and Winnie Crawford

Lisa Croneberg

Michelle and Patrick Cronin

Michelle and Steven Cucchiaro

Alice Curry

Pablo Da Silva

Linda Dahl

Jerry Dahl

Janette Damian and Scott Mackenzie

Patricia and Patti Davis

Janie Davis

Daybreak Fund, a project of
Windward Fund

Emily Degelmann

Rosalyn and Geoff Deigan

Laura Demmer

Melissa Denton

Laura and Steve Derks

JoAnn Desmond

Pierre and Sally DeVincentis

Daniel Didech

Joann Dinneen

Kylie Ditomassi Weiner

Elizabeth Dlouhy

Deborah Donnelley

Thomas E. Il and Barbara C. Donnelley

Fund of The Donnelley Foundation

Michael and Arlene Doran
Aly Dorfman

Richard and Sylvia Dresser
Harry and Beth Drucker

John Drummond and Romy Lopat Drummond
Suzanne Malec-McKenna and Joe Ferguson
Glenna Eaves and Christopher Boebel

Nancy Edelstein

Ozlem Elgun Tillman

Dianne Elmquest

Edith and Jerry Falk

Family Piano

Jenny and Dean Fischer

Taryn Fisher

Celeste Flores

John B. Foster

Joanne Fox

Barbara and Don Fuhrmann

Beth Funk

Joan and Russell Game

Catherine Game and John Cawood

Gale Gand and James Seidita

Robin Gaston

Ruth Gauss

Emilian Geczi and Laura Flores

John and Florence Gepson

Georgie Boge Geraghty and
Thomas Geraghty

Palmyra Geraki

Laura Giampietro

Kathryn Gilbertson

Jonathan Glassman

Marjorie and Dennis Goldman

Annie and Jim Goodman

Elizabeth Gordon

Gorter Family Foundation

Grainger

The Grainger Foundation

Gale Graves

Patricia Grimes

Ted Haffner

Kelly Haggard

Kim and Lucy Hammerberg

Maureen and Richard Hammond

Peter Handler and Mary Beth Sova

John and Laila Harmann

Robert Hauser and Dave Avery

Jennie Hayner

Larry Heaney and Teresa Horton

Kris Heiar Newman and Robert Newman

Rob and Amy Heinrich

Karen and Larry Heisler
Robert Helle

Steven and Janis Hersh

Mike and Lisa Hershenson

Sara Hoffman

Susan Farwell Houston

Jonathan Huisel

Bill and Lori Hunter

Hunter Family Foundation

Ruth Hutter

Judy and Tony lacuzzi

Regin Igloria

lllinois Arts Council Agency

Illinois Department of Commerce and
Economic Opportunity

lllinois Department of Veterans’ Affairs

Isabelle Innocenti
Christopher Inorio
Jeremy and LeTay Jervis
Adriane Johnson

Carl and Jacalyn Johnson
Elyse Johnson

Nadine Johnson

Kristen Jones

Laura Josephson-Bernat
Monica Joyce

Scott Judd

Peter and Debbie Kahn

Nagawa Kakumba and Anthony McKitty

Julie Kalainov

Mike Kalasunas

Heather Kamath

Arnold and Carol Kanter
Kardas Photography
Sarah Karnes

Marilyn Karnig

Farah Kathwari

Kenn Kaufman

BJ and Rick Kaufman
Kawai Piano

Beth Keister

Sheila and Joe Keitel
Katherine and Ben Keller
James Kern

Suzanne Kessell

Susie and Steven Kessler
Lisa Key

Judi Kickel

Heidi Kiesler

Heeyoung Kim

Holly Kim

Carmen Kini

Barb Kirpluk

Alisa Klein

Ellen Knable

Carla Knorowski

Mary Kozub

Joel Krauss

Dagmara Krowka

Janet and Jim LaBelle

Michele Labow

Mary Ladesic

Tracey Ladner

Lake Forest Garden Club

The Laksmi Fund

Kathryn and Robert Lansing

Donna LaPietra and Bill Kurtis

Laughing Acres Family Foundation

Judith Leeds

Julie and Ken Lenhart

Nancy and David Levi

Phyllis Levun-Agostino and
Michael Agostino

Karen and Bob Lewis

Valerie and Michael Lewis

Celine Lillie

Laurel Lipkin

Mike Lippitz

Joseph Lodesky

Delores Lopes

Donna and Michael Lubow

Carol Luc

Ludy Macier

Karen Long Macleod

Thomas Maillard

David and Patty Marx

Rita Mayfield

Arlene Mayzel

Shari McAdams

John and Judy McCarter

Jerome and Janet McDonnell

Megan McKenna

Carrie McNally and Rick Maechling

Jean Meilinger and John Schneider

Rebecca Meilinger

Thomas Meilinger

Melcher + Tucker Consultants

Christine Meline

Mid-America Arts Alliance

Cindy and Paul Miller

Elissa Miller

Robert Miller and Jill Goldberg

Million Dollar Round Table Foundation

Andrea Moore

Jose Morales

Janelle Moravek

Bob Morgan

Danielle Morrison

Lois Morrison and Justin Daab

Helen Morrison and John McNally

Adeline Morrison

ANNUAL REPORT 2023

Harold M. and Adeline S. Morrison
Family Foundation
Roger Muellermann
Bradley and Nancy Mueller
Jean Murray
Marta Mytych
Pamela Najarian
Disha and Akhil Narang
Patrick and Susan Nash
National Endowment for the Arts
National Recreation Foundation
Jossy Nebenzahl
Joan Neil
Elaine Nekritz
Mary Ann Nelson
Neil Nelson
Judith Nemes
Kris Heiar Newman and
Robert Newman
North Shore Gas
Janet Nwaukoni
Cathy O'Brian
Dennis and Mary O'Brien
Oberweiler Foundation
Mary O’Donnell
Gary Oltmans
Dulce Ortiz
Lori Osborne and Mark LeBien
Julie Palko
Kelly Park
Diane Paserba
Hank and Wendy Paulson
Elaine S. Petersen
Ken and Maria Peterson
John and Jane Peterson
Biswa Phuyal
Harvey and Madeleine Plonsker
Elizabeth Plotnick
Marina and Roger Post
Ramiro and Silvia Prudencio
Shelby and Elizabeth Pruett
Edward and Melanie Ranney
Vicky and George Ranney
Ginevra and Ben Ranney
Héctor Rasgado and
Cecilia Pefia-Rasgado
Jennifer Reilly
Beth and Jim Reiman
Robin Remer
Jane and James Richards
Whitney Richardson
Eric Rinehart
Beverly Rivera
Mary and Steve Robbins

| DONORS

Leon and Yvonne Rockingham

Annisa Rodriguez

Jesus Rodriguez and Araida Palacios

John Rogner

Barbara Rosborough

Barbara Rose

Nancy Rosen

Mary Ross-Cunningham

Christopher Rossiter

Lorra Rudman

Ellen and Michael Rudman

Ellen Rudnick and Paul Earle

Michael and Melanie Rummel

Cathy Ryerson

Nora Ryerson

Sam Ryerson

The Morton Butler Ryerson Fund
the Chicago Community Trust

Pamela Sagan

Patrick A. Salvi Family Foundation

Craig Sanders

Heather and Andrew Sannes

Vaiju Saraf

Elizabeth Savage

Megan Schliesman

Joanne Schmitz

Jean B. Schreiber

Schreiber Philanthropy

Cassie Schwartz

Theresa Seidel and
Michael Pamonicutt

Eileen Shanley-Roberts

Frances Shaw and Bob Perelman

Patrick and Susan Sheehan

Michelle Sheldon

Timothy C. Sherck

Carol Shultz

Amanda Simanek

Adele Simmons

Laurie Skinner

Marsha Smisko

The Hermon Dunlap and Ellen
Thorne Smith Fund at the
Chicago Community Trust

Kristin Smith

Versell Smith

Travis Solberg

Solberg Manufacturing
Charitable Fund

Kathryn Somers

Paul Sortal

Mirja Spooner Haffner

David Stadelman

Jennifer Steans and Jim Kastenholz

Steans Family Foundation
Sharon Steensen

Judith Stockdale and Jonathan Boyer
James Stone

Les and Jane Sturgeon

A. Gail and Bill Sturm

Chris Sullivan

Fran Sunseri

Gail and Danny Swopes
Synchrony

Barbara and Doug Tarr
Jerome and Gail Taxy
Leontyne Taylor

Mike Tully

Martha Twaddle and Tom Millar
Sophie and Jonathan Twichell
Christine Tyll

John Underwood

Anabel Valdez-Hudson
Anthony Vega

Mirela Vesa

Jeremy Vigil

Walder Foundation

Angela Walker

James and Mary Ann Walsh
John and Kathleen Wasik
Marci Watts

Chris and Diana Webb

Jeff and Martha Weiss
Linda Wiens

Cara Wilbat

L. Wilkerson

Susie Williams

Megan Willismson

Amy Williamson

Sally Willis

Kathleen Wilson

Beth Wilson

Sally Winchell

Wallace Winter and Ellen Ewing
Wintrust Community Banks
Linda Wojtowicz

Barbara and Alain Wood-Prince
Lynda and Lynda Woodson
Judy Woznyj

Judith Yacker

Hyewon Yoon

Patti Youngberg

Lisa Youngberg

Khelsey Zarraga

Penny Zimmerman
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Dive Deeper info Brushwood'’s 2023

Make a Gift Today!

For more information

Facing page | Orange Tundra | Julian E Williams, Jr | Connecting To Our Common Ground | September 2023
Back cover | One Step Beyond | Renee Robbins | Connecting To Our Common Ground | September 2023







